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value of the progressive life as the highest is denied by
the rest; just as the dignity of manual labour, first taught
by the mediaeval monks, is peculiar to us. With very
imperfect historical data the philosophers in the years
succeeding the French Revolution, thinking that somehow
they had arrived at the culminating epoch of our race,
hurriedly set forth the comparative table of human
records; and, on the obsolete computation of four thousand
years before our era, founded a scheme of the Progress of
Reason, and placed their own time at the dawning of the
last and happiest period. No one is so audacious to-day
as to prophesy the unerring fulfilment of man's hopes, or
the approaching realisation of an earthly paradise. We
are aware of the infinite spaces of history in the past;
we confront, in the future, some accidental comet which
will whirl into fiery oblivion the petty systems and
commotions of our Planet; and nearer at hand, we
recognise a serious menace to our Western ideals in those
teeming multitudes, who seem impervious to their influence.
Whatever is written about ethics or the human destiny
must be tempered by this wholesome reflection : that we
are in a minority, and that our view of the world is not
certain to triumpht And bound up in this view lies our
earliest assumption: that the life of action in and for society
is the highest, just because it is the only one possible for
all; for the final standard must be within the reach of
every one. But it needs but a superficial knowledge to
discover how exceptional we are in this sober emphasis
on ordinary duties. Nowhere but in West Europe and

truest and profoundest lessons in philosophy were to be learnt at the feet of the
Pundit of India, in the ascetic renunciation which marks both Brahmanism and
the system of Gautama, Even at the close of the century, virtue and contentment
and a magical authority over natural forces are fitter to live in the single unexplored
region of the earth ; in Tibet, whither have fled at the visions of Fortunate Isles,
Hyperboreans, and 'blameless Ethiopians.' But this persistent attempt to dis-
cover perfection in some almost inaccessible fastness, either of region or of
philosophy, is a sign of protest against the mechanical complications and the
anxious uneasiness of our Western life. Nietzsche, Maxim Gorki, and Mr. Taylor
(Problem of Conduct^ may be combined as having from another point of view
condemned the fundamental axioms of our Western ideas of progress and
civilisation. (For Gorki, on whom has fallen the mantle and a double
portion of Nietzsche's rebellious spirit, cf. Dr. Dillon in Contemporary Review,
February 1902.)